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Log line

A cinematic 52-minute documentary revealing
how one small Atlantic island helped shape the
modern world—from the Age of Discovery and
Christopher Columbus to global trade, cultural
exchange, and today's digital nomad movement.

At a Glance

Runtime: 52 minutes

Original Language: English

Versions: Designed for Al-assisted multilingual
localization

Status: Completed =

Production Company: NMT TV (Naminhaterra TV)

Country: Portugal

Availability: International acquisition and distribution

Website: https://madeira.nmttv.com

IMDb:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt42959433

Trailer: https://vimeo.com/1198983586

Short Synopsis

Madeira: The Hidden Force That Shaped Our World
explores the extraordinary influence of Madeira on
world history. Through stunning cinematography,
expert interviews, and historic recreations the
documentary explains how this small island became a
catalyst for exploration, commerce, migration and
innovation. To this day it remains signifiicant as the
world's leading island destination for the past decade.




Extended Synopsis

Madeira: The Hidden Force That Shaped Our World is a 52-minute cinematic
documentary revealing the extraordinary story of how this tiny Atlantic island
helped shape world history. Strategically positioned in the Atlantic, Madeira was
the linchpin of the Age of Discovery, the model for every colony that followed, the
island whose influence convinced Columbus to sail west toward the New World,
and the birthplace of the plantation system that financed the colonization of the
Americas.

Its immense wealth also made Madeira one of the Atlantic's most coveted prizes,
forcing the island to defend itself against relentless pirate attacks. Madeira wine
was used to toast the signing of the American Declaration of Independence.
Successive waves of emigration created a diaspora six times the size of the
island's population, with more than 1.5 million Madeirans and their descendants
spread across four continents. Their influence can be found around the world—
from introducing the ukulele to Hawaii to helping carry football to global
popularity. As active members of their new communities they have also
introduced millions of their neighbors to Madeira's culture and heritage, creating
a worldwide audience of millions with a direct or indirect connection to this
island's remarkable story.

In the modern era, Madeira once again became a pioneer by launching the
world's first government-backed Digital Nomad Village. Today, its UNESCO World
Heritage forests and spectacular landscapes have helped make it the World's
Leading Island Destination for the past decade. For such a small island, roughly
the size of New York City, its influence across the centuries is truly extraordinary.

Why This Story Matters

Madeira's history reaches far beyond its shores. This film centers on stories of
vision, courage, perseverance, and resilience. The island's history reveals people
confronting uncertainty, overcoming setbacks, and transforming adversity into
opportunity—a saga that ultimately reflects the universal human experience.

From visionary leaders to ordinary people facing extraordinary challenges, the
film reveals how these enduring human qualities changed the course of history.
Henry the Navigator's vision of what lay beyond the "Sea of Darkness,"
Christopher Columbus's perseverance through years of rejection, Madeira's
resilience in the face of devastating pirate attacks, and the island's remarkable
ability to reinvent itself across the centuries all reinforce the film's central
message: progress belongs to those with the imagination to see new possibilities
and the determination to pursue them.

These stories from Madeira remind us that even in the most challenging
times, it is the human spirit—and the timeless qualities of vision,
courage, perseverance, and resilience—that have the power to change
the world.




Director's Statement

When | first began researching Madeira, | was amazed that such a tiny
and relatively, remote island had such an outsized influence on the course
of world history.

Again and again, | found myself asking the same question: How could
such a small place have had such an extraordinary impact?

The answer wasn't simply geography or fate. It was the human spirit of
ordinary people. People with the vision to imagine what lay beyond the
known world, the courage to venture into it, and the determination to keep
moving forward despite whatever adversities they encountered. Whether
braving the unknown seas during the Age of Discovery, enduring seven
years of fire or carving 3000 KM of canals from solid rock, Madeira's
history is a story of determination triumphing over adversity.

What moved me most was realizing that these are not just Madeiran stories
They are human stories. They remind us that history is not shaped only by
great empires or vast populations. Sometimes the ideas born in small
communities can change the course of history. Time and again, it is the
willingness to embrace the unknown that transforms the world in ways few
could have imagined.

My hope is that viewers come away not only with a new appreciation for
Madeira's remarkable place in history, but also with a renewed appreciation
for the extraordinary impact that determined individuals can have on the
world.




Technical Information

Resolution: 3840 = 2160 (4K UHD)
Frame Rate: 25 fps

Aspect Ratio: 16:9

Video Codec: Apple ProRes 422 HQ
Audio: 24-bit Linear PCM, 48 kHz

Contact

Phone: 351 910 809 279

Email: j[d@naminhaterra.com

IMDb: htt

Trailer: htt
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